
BEVERLEY 

Stands on the banks of the Avon River, 

boast many fine examples of the art deco 

era.  Beverley’s Aeronautical museum 

features the Silver Centenary; the first 

privately built aircraft in the state and an 

impressive collection of the aircraft 

engines, parts and numerous photographs 

representing a complete picture of the early 

days of flying in Western Australia.   

Avondale Discovery Farm is located 6kms 

west of Beverley.  Experience past and 

present farming methods, feed the farm 

animals and view the largest collection of 

farm machinery in Southern Hemisphere. 

FROM BEVERLEY FOLLOW THE GREAT 

SOUTHERN HIGHWAY NORTH FOR 5KM 

AND TURN LEFT AT THE TOP BEVERLEY 

RD.  FOLLOW THIS FOR ANOTHER 

26KMS UNTIL YOU GET TO YORK. 

YORK 

York is Western Australia’s oldest inland 

town and one of its most charming.  First 

settled in 1831 the town remains a splendid 

reminder of the past, with its blend of 

Colonial and Victorian architecture dating 

back to the earliest days of the colony.  The 

town site has been classified as an historic 

town and has more of its old original 

buildings than any other town in the state.   

The York Town Hall, built in 1911, is a 

significant part of York’s townscape and a 

fine example of Edwardian opulence with its 

columns.  The entrance is flanked on either 

side by honor boards for those who served 

in the World Wars. The building once 

housed the Municipal Offices and the 

library and is one of the largest halls in 

Western Australia.  The Town Hall, still 

used frequently, is the current home of the 

Council Chambers and York Information 

Services. 

While in York visit the Old Gaol and 

Courthouse. In 1840 a small police force was 

established in York for whom a police house, 

courthouse, lock up and stables where built.  

With the establishment of a convict depot 

in 1851 these duties were increased and new 

buildings were constructed.  By 1890 these 

buildings were inadequate and the present 

Courthouse was built on the same site in 

1895.  In 1981 the police house and lock up 

moved to Ford Street. 

Located 342m above sea level, to the east 

of the town, Mt Brown Lookout offers 

spectacular 180degrees views of York and 

the surrounding countryside. 

The York Suspension Bridge, originally built 

in 1853, forms an unusual foot crossing over 

an attractive section of the Avon River.  

Close by is the Avon Park, which makes an 

ideal picnic spot. 

The York Motor Museum situated in Avon 

Tce has the finest collection of veteran, 

classic and racing cars. 

The Residency Museum, Brook Street, 

constructed in 1853 as a convict hiring 

depot, now houses an impressive collection 

of relics given by descendants of the 

original settlers to York and is an 

interesting reminder of the pioneering days 

of the settlement. 

FROM YORK FOLLOW AVON TCE AS IT 

BECOMES SPENCERS BROOK RD. THIS 

LEADS TO NORTHAM, ABOUT 38KMS. 

 

NORTHAM 

Nestled in the heart of the fertile Avon 

Valley, Northam is an area rich in history.  

From Northam’s humble beginnings in 1836 

it soon became the service centre in 1890s 

for prospectors pursuing their dreams of 

famous wealth in the Goldfields.  Today 

Northam is Western Australia’s largest 

inland town and the Avon Valleys commercial 

centre and adventure playground.  

Experience the charm of some of Northam’s 

historic buildings, including the 1886 Railway 

Museum and the Shamrock Hotel.   

Northam boasts a unique colony of white 

swans, descendants of birds brought from 

England at the turn of the Century.  The 

swans are thriving on the Avon River in the 

centre of town, beneath the longest 

pedestrian suspension bridge in Australia. 

FROM NORTHAM FOLLOW THE TOODYAY 

RD TO TOODYAY ABOUT 27KMS 

TOODYAY 

Toodyay was one of the first inland towns to 

be settled back in the colony’s early days; 

much of the historical interest and charm 



has been retained.  The present town site 

was not the one first selected as the centre 

of the district.  Originally a town known as 

Newcastle was formed about 5kms from 

Toodyay.  Due to continuous flooding and the 

construction of a main road to Perth, it was 

found necessary in 1864 to move the town 

site to where modern Toodyay stands today.  

The old township, now known as West 

Toodyay was practically abandoned.   

 

Connors Mill was originally the flourmill, 

then the town’s powerhouse and the tourist 

centre.  Dating back to 1870, it features a 

50year old working steam engine and display 

illustrating the history of the mill.  The top 

floor is devoted to an exhibit depicting the 

life and times of the State’s most notorious 

bushranger, Moondyne Joe, who roamed the 

nearby valley lands. 

   

The Old Newcastle Gaol was built in 1865 by 

convict labour.  The Gaol has since been 

converted into a museum which offers an 

insight into the original cells on view, an old 

courthouse and several rooms filled with 

convict and local historic displays.  Here you 

can try your hand at making a brick, bottle 

rubbing or have fun participating in a mock 

court room trial.  

Pelham Reserve and Scenic Lookout are well 

worth the visit. 

THANK YOU FOR VISITING THE AVON VALLEY. 

PLEASE COME AGAIN.   

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT 

www.york.wa.gov.au OR Phone 08 9641 1301  
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Immerse yourself in the style and grandeur 

of a bygone era as you travel this charming 

Tourist Drive.  Historic buildings nestled 

within picturesque Avon Valley and scenic 

beauty of the surrounding rural countryside 

is just a few of the attractions.  This Drive 

starts at Beverley through York, Northam 

and ends at Toodyay but can be started at 

Toodyay instead.   

This drive is sign posted by big brown signs 

showing Avon Historic Drive. 

http://www.york.wa.gov.au/

